Newsletter of the Pioneer MCC

Summer 2020

Happy New Year and decade

The 2020club calendar is now on the
website and thee is a lot to look forward
to, starting witha clubtrial in January and
the summer series in Februakarch.
Later in the year we have tHdew Zealand
Championshipn Christchurch.

lEioneer at the A&P Show
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Pioneer was invited to give a denab the
enduro cross on Friday at the show. Jane
Whitaker took this awesome photo of
Jules riding a stump, with Josh minding.
More photoson p.8.

South Island champs

There will be 3 rounds ths year in
Alexandra, Kaikoura and Christchurdime
final round will held in conjunction with
the nationals at Labour weekendL U Q &
hoped that tis will make it easier for
North Island riderdo ride in a couple of
the rounds (Kaikoura and Christchurch)
and some may be able to do the full series.

Mailchimp

This year wewill be using
Mailchimp to sendclub
notices. The first of these
was about the prizgiving

and areminder to renew  mailchimp
your membership for
20200 LT @&2dz RARY QO NI

know. With Mailchimp we can also set up
online paymentsby credit card.

In this issue

* Dick Gardner talks about his 60 year
involvement in motor sport

* New Zealand and Aussie nationals

* Family: the Hubbards
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Club trailer gets a makeover.

Tui, Peter D and Christine have been busy tidying up the trélleter and Christindave
hungthe fire extinguishers and Peter has added some new shelving. Texkarsded the
drawbar and mounted a portaloo on it, and fitted a new jockey wheédter some
negotiation with DakinsTui managed to gethe portaloofor the very good price of $500
Internally thedeck space is clear so section setteas put their bikes in the trailer when
they take it to the trial. We also have a new safety helnfet using the weedeater, and new
reels for winding up tapes.
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Left: Should look gootiehinda Range RoveRight Inside.. how long will it stay like this?

20th anniversary JRL adventure trial 22-23 February

This year is the 20th anniversary of the JRL, an event that is held in memory of the I
James Lawton. It will be held in the Maungakotukutialleyon the Kapiti Coast.

Camping is available and food will be provided (breakfast and dinner on Satany,
breakfast on Sunday)Toilets provided $ower provided(tbc).

Cost: Adults both days with meals $5Kidsboth days with meals $30
Adults 1 day of riding only (rfood) $2Q kids 1 day of riding only (n@od) $10

For kdsthere will bea loop by the camp site for electrics atitere will be aday trip to
Orange Hutfor petrol bikes Parents must accompany kids on electric bikes.

What to bring: backpack, 2L water, 2L extra fuel, snacks, tools, spark plug and spare le\
etc.
For futher details contact John Lawton 027 623 3011



Dick Gardner
Dickhas been involved wittnials sincethe 1960sand anyone who has seen Dihind the
wheelon a gravel road knows that he can drive tboS NS  Astoryéed. O1 Q&

It all started around 6§ears ago, when | bought my first motorbike, a 1953 BSA C11. Nc
much of a bike, but you have to start somewhere! It provided basic transport, but didn't dc
much in the way of attracting girls.

Soon after | discovered that the Pioneer club existed, day id a public service exercise
providing a safety escort for a push bike road race around the Waikari roads. Naturally tt
race was followed by a session at the pub, starting a tradition with me that lasts to this da
as inevitably as night follows day

Now that | had joined Pioneer, | also discovered observed .tttalould be hard to imagine
a less suitable bike than the BSA, but | tried it anyway. Straight away | was hooked, an
knobby tyre and an upswept muffler made the bike slightly modsririendly.
By now | was well hooked, and several months later | upgraded to a Francis Barnett 1
trials bike, the real deal, or so | thought. | was soon to learn about the rubbery front fork:
the useless suspension damping, the bastard Villl&#&ccengine, the hopeless footpegs,
and of course Joseph Lucas, Prince of Darkness.
It doubled as my road bike, and one chilly evening | headed off to Otematata where | w:
g2NJAYy3IZ onn 1Y a2dziKed L GK2dzAKG GOtedl lhad § K
been assured that the best way to run it in was to give it heaps and let it seize a few time
GKAOK g2dZ R 0SR (GKS NAy3Ia Ay FFISNI 1yz20d
Ashburton when the bastard 197cc Villiers and Joseph gge¢ther gave me the second
biggest fright of my life. The engine seized and locked the back wheel. Of course the sei:
engine meant that the direct drive generator instantly stopped producing any electricity, s
there | was doing about 90 kmh withe badk wheel locked and no light whatsoever! The
fastest clutch finger in the west partly saved the day, and all Itbadb then was wrestle
the bike to a stop in total darkness. At least it was a straight road. The fact that | am here
tell the tale surprsed even me!
Joseph Lucas also provided the top fright of my life a few months later when | was returnit
from the Teretonga Tasman series meeting late one evening a few months later. Comi
through the fast bends south of Oamaru at about 75 mph evergtwent completely dark
and | had to wrestle the Matchless 500 twin to a halt from memory alone. | ended up just o
the gravel verge with so much adrenalin pumping through my system that all | dowds
put the bike on the sidestand and go to sleep oe tiround without even taking gloves or
helmet off!
All the while | was competing in Pioneer events, with a notable lack of success b
considerable enjoyment, including a couple of Kaikoura weekends. Riding through the Inla
Road covered in snow and ieeas a fast lesson in bike control. When the tyres were
swishing on the snow there was quite good grip, but when it went quiet you were on blac
ice and thatfocusedyour mind wonderfully to ride more smoothly than ever before.
Whether it was Joseph Luc&sNJ of I O1 AOS LQY y20 &adzaNB:z
wheels shortly thereafter. | started off in car trials, and enjoyed a measure of succe:
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competing both as a driver and navigator, culminating by winning the National Gold St:
Trials championsp twice over the next 30 odd years, as well winning the RATEC Lakelal
Rally four times from four starts! One of my proudest was coming second in the round th
South Island Lakeland Rally, which was held in 1965 to mark the opening of the Haast F
road.L Yy I @A3AFGSR F2N) G4KS f130S LIy adzyd Ay
IANRPdzy R Of SI Ny yOSs G2 GKS NIRAFG2NI 6020G02
problem with ground clearance. | navigated the road sections of the event, and drove
coupe of the motorkhana events, while lan drove the circuit and hill climb stages. The priz
money was 80 pounds, a fortune at the time when | was earning maybe 15 pounds a weel
didn't know it atthe time but | probably competed against Paul Jackson inyno&the later
events. | also dlscovered that | was qwte good at motokharsamsl competed in a variety of
machinery over the years with some success.
In 1967 | ran out of a job in NZ, so as one did
in those days | headed off to Oz, and after a
couple a years bought a Morris Cooper S
- which proved to be ideal for motorkhanas. |
competed in State and National events for the
next 8 years, with the highlight being a win in
- the NSW State Championship When | returned
to NZ after 10 years | continued to compete in
motorkhanas, and ended up winning the
National Motorkhana Championship ssv
= - times. Along the way | found the delights of

s S ICE TR AR gravel hill climbs and rallies, always in a Mini
of some descrlptlon Hill climbs were really just a big motorkhana to me, and | would sit ¢
the start line visualising the course and working out whereuldgain a few fractions of a
second.
The fastest Mini | ever built was a twin engined version, with a strong 1400 engine at ea

SYR® LQR KIR G4KS ARSI 2F F UGg¢Ay SYy3aIAYSR
earlier | would have set ame that would have won the Dunlop Rallysprint at Ashley Forest
if | hadn't already crashed it. | sorted out most nf .

the teething troubles over time, but the handlin
beat me in the end. With hindsight | can see th

| had a lot of bump steer, and thissdted in an
alarming tendency for car to swap ends wi
incredible rapidity. | thought that | had forgotte!
how to drive, but a stint back in the rally Mir
showed me that | was driving better than | ev:
had before, and it was only the evil handling this:
was causing me to chuck it into the landsca’™ = = =
with distressing regularity. e
In the end, after | had tried to shift Banks Peninsula sideways and failed, | didn't rebuild
because by then | knew that it was scaring me, the only car ever to do so! A nareh m
friendly car | used was a Mini Moke with a 1400 cc engine. It was quite a quick and fun tc
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for motorkhanas. | had known for a long time that a Moke would be virtually unbeatable, s
| tried to get them banned. However the motorsport association iairttblinkered vision
g2dz Ry Qi O22LISNIGS a2 L ¢Syd FKSFR |yR
entered.

All this four wheel fun had taken me from my early twenties to my late forties, but there
was obviously a suppressed trials gene lurking @, jonst waiting to be activated again. This
renaissance came in the form of the Greybeards trial, and Steve Hands Yamaha TY !
which he lent me for the event. It was an eye opener just how far trials bikes had progresst
over the past 30 years, and sonta my second trials career.

| started off by purchasing a TY175, a great machine which 1 still have and use to this da
Classic events. A model of 70s trials technology that proved to be reliable and user friend
if not up to coping with the Pionedrials difficulty after a few years.

[ 221 AY3 I NRdzyR F2NJ I o0A1S GKFG KFERYyQG o6
found a TY250 Mono, which apart from ttezrible drum brakes, served me well for several
years. It was a bit big and heavy, but had nice flexible power and my riding stepped up
couple of notches.

In a search for less weight and better brakes | bought Cyril Murray's Rotax engined Sco
250 Eay Top. Aside from not having been expertly thrashed it turned out to be just the righ
bike for my riding style, which | should point out has never progressed beyond Clubman A
served me well for many years and is still in the garage as a spare, beahrst quite have

the heart to sell it.
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not using it enough said Steve. Yeah, right! After the first section | was hooked, loving the

great power, the excellent brakes and light weight, so of course a deal was promptly don

It continues to be my current mount and will probably see out my trials days, which @ age
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are realistically a bit numbered. Recently | dropped back to Clubman B in the aftermath
major surgery, and for the first time in my riding career | did not drop a single point in
RIF2Qa NAGUD gampioashiiNgSI € & Wdza G fluke | scéted @eroradain ¢
atthe Greybeards few weeks later!

LQPS KFER | g2yRSNFdzZ tAFSGAYS Ay Y2(2NAaL
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this continues for quite a while before | have to hang up my riding boots.

Dick Gardner

Club trials
Teddington- 13 October(section settes. Josh Stones, Ross Bristéhane Bror)s
With a cloudy start the Teddingto
Trial was a great day, a go
number ofentries and followed b
a pint at the Wheatsreaf. Many
thanks to the guys that set the
sections.

The sections were mix of old and
new, with some reverse direction
to mess us up! The variety ofud,
grass, and rock was a perfe
combination to test somskills.
There was however some dram
my rear tyre came off the rim o
the second laand Hamish Barnet
had an argument with his

suspension dog bonesAs always this property has some epic views to distracTbianks
again to thePioneer team.

GarethGore
Expert President
Jules Huguenin 57 Ross Bristol 16
Derek Scott 116

Intermediate Clubman B
Clubman A John Regan 17 Isabel Hopkins 29
Kendall McDonald 3 Shane Brons 17 Leo Hopkins nc
Rob McKay 8 Willie Amihiro 50 Shane Hubbard nc
Gareth Gore 9 Hamish Barnett 62 Evie Hubbard nc
Dave Chambers 21 Simon Hopkins 64
Peter Barnett 22 Kahu Jones 70
Steve Fisher 23 Guyan Bennett 71

lan Springer dnf

Simon Jones nc
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ClubChamps- Puraug 10 November(section settersPaul Jackson, Glenn Snjith

Last yeamwe decidedto go back to runninghe Club championshipsa one day event One

of the reasons for this is that it gives riders from outside Canterbury a chance to ride in
and this time we had an overseasitrant because Ken Hosking caraeross from Tasmania
for the trial. Ken was keen to ride at Purau again becdhedast time he rode there was
1976.

There was a good turnout in the intermediate and clubman claskasonly three experts
Glenn and DerekindJostwhog I & f | 4 S & (doidetetfflet laps2 RA Ry Qi
In intermediate there were a couple of surpris@$e first wasKendalwho K | & @i his
Repsolin a trialsince 2017and this wagis firstride in intermediatefor some timeand he
won! Theother wasPaul Mountstevens who turnedith a TY175 and finishethd. Those

of us who ride classics have already seen Paul in action and know thaternghandy
rider, who has UK experienae@d hagiddenin the SSDT a few times.

In Clubman A it waa closecontestwith only a few points separating Stev@areth Dave
and Peter B{ 0S@SQa o6AYy oI & ¢ Siode inR&dysINGs SlHb trizgS O |
during theyear. In president, it was alsdose with Rob taking the win.

In clubman B, Dickas back afterrecovering fromhis operation and heRA Ry Qi  f 2
points. Mike Kelly wasecondand Shane Hubbard was third on his Odatwomenwe had
two junior riders Evie and HineHine was having her first ride at a cltrial on an 80 cc
GasGathat Simon has recently bought her.

Thanks to the officials: Sandra, Roy, Patrick and Peter; and to PauD@hdzft Ry Q (i
Sunday but set the sections on Saturday with Glenn.

Expert Clubman A Women
Glenn Smith 45 Steve Fisher 20 Evie Hubbard 51
Derek Scott 86 Gareth Gore 24 Hine Jones nc
Josh Stones dnf Dave Chambers 27

Peter Barnett 30
Intermediate Chris Pascoe 53 Twinshock
Kendall McDonald 14 Paul Mountstevens 18
Paul Mountstevens 18 Clubman B
Ross Bristol 22 Dick Gardner 0 Junior
John Regan 28 Mike Kelly 11 Kahu Jones 39
Peter Hosking 30 Shane Hubbard 15 Evie Hubbard 51
Hamish Barnett 34 Evie Hubbard 51 Hine Jones nc
SimonHopkins 37 Hine Jones nc
Tui Scott 39
Kahu Jones 39 President
lan Springer 55 Rob McKay 10
Simon Jones nc Ken Hosking 15



Cup winners 2019

Bonnington cup John Regan
Laurenson Cup (expert) Glenn Smith
Intermediate cup Kendall McDonald
President's cup Rob McKay
Clubman cup Steve Fisher
Hallie cup (twin shock) Paul Mountstevens
France cup (best junior) Kahu Jones
Whyte cup (women) Evie Hubbard
Peter Bennett cup (best first year rider at the club champs)  Gareth Gore
Mitchell cup best first year rider in clubman B) Mike Kelly
Knitters shield (most fives at tretub champs) Chris Pascoe
BSA shieldbest125 cc) Kahu Jones

John Blandford memorial cupr{der 19 riderfor the seasoh Kahu Jones

Kaikoura Cups

Triumph no. 2 cup (expert) Blake Fox

Wynne York cup (intermediale Kevin Tither

S.A.M. trophygidechair) Paul Jackson/Emma McK:
Moir cup (bestovice rider in clubman)B John Falconer

Falconer cup (bedirst year ridej Barry Shroder
Kaikourab0th jubilee cup (best prepared twinshock) Dave Chambers

North v. South



