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Happy New Year and decade 
The 2020 club calendar is now on the 
website and there is a lot to look forward 
to, starting with a club trial in January and 
the summer series in February-March. 
Later in the year we have the New Zealand 
Championship in Christchurch. 
 

Pioneer at the A&P Show 

 
Pioneer was invited to give a demo at the 
enduro cross on Friday at the show. Jane 
Whitaker took this awesome photo of 
Jules riding a stump, with Josh minding.  
More photos on p. 8. 
 

 

South Island champs 
There will be 3 rounds this year in 
Alexandra, Kaikoura and Christchurch. The 
final round will held in conjunction with 
the nationals at Labour weekend. LǘΩǎ 
hoped that this will make it easier for 
North Island riders to ride in a couple of 
the rounds (Kaikoura and Christchurch) 
and some may be able to do the full series. 
 

Mailchimp 
This year we will be using 
Mailchimp to send club 
notices.  The first of these 
was about the prize giving 
and a reminder to renew 
your membership for 
2020Φ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ 
know.  With Mailchimp we can also set up 
online payments by credit card.    
 

In this issue    

  

* Dick Gardner talks about his 60 year 
involvement in motor sport.  
* New Zealand and Aussie nationals.  
* Family: the Hubbards   
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https://www.facebook.com/pioneertrials/photos/pcb.1147631832090852/1147628648757837/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARB4g_MBkHhN5McM8bWNI8-7maWN84mEMYnWc5L5H_GK2qnFsvtt48LfAgb4nPu2lOoPDp2a2sRW4zyP&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAQ0UXdaGfpPzouWEx7-Naefh5J1wmuqsVFeDsq5v0j1CINH31EZZuJtAATrXXmrOU7dYu4OA-EY5z6ZzZJ5TOlGH4eJYaQY-a3IoBwDoFIwrIM5yAClhDUJxg9EAqqPLSGbP5iB-BCpnxPHHrq9v7IzjlLrgsq_lagaHxTQWe5jPnN_R2j8cQ-TN8Yd3em6qjFQ8oxGEFy5tpfuKP-G7bB_y5KH2tGYzDbiDtaGuy3snn1OeFbCxDTgM34s2VIux1G_jIR-aNaqJtjkX0wY08WGn4iCMkzekgX1Cm0VxbfpOM70nf6qOA9xe5PMxth2YUxL5yvJrb3L4-yNsiYjJwh9A
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Club trailer gets a makeover. 
Tui, Peter D and Christine have been busy tidying up the trailer. Peter and Christine have 
hung the fire extinguishers and Peter has added some new shelving. Tui has extended the 
drawbar and mounted a portaloo on it, and fitted a new jockey wheel. After some 
negotiation with Dakins, Tui managed to get the portaloo for the very good price of $500. 
Internally the deck space is clear so section setters can put their bikes in the trailer when 
they take it to the trial.  We also have a new safety helmet for using the weedeater, and new 
reels for winding up tapes. 
 

  
Left:  Should look good behind a Range Rover  Right: Inside .. how long will it stay like this? 
 

 
20th anniversary JRL adventure trial 22-23 February 
This year is the 20th anniversary of the JRL, an event that is held in memory of the late 
James Lawton. It will be held in the Maungakotukutuku Valley on the Kapiti Coast.  
Camping is available and food will be provided (breakfast and dinner on Saturday, and 
breakfast on Sunday).  Toilets provided.  Shower provided (tbc).  
 
Cost:  Adults both days with meals $50, kids both days with meals $30.  

Adults 1 day of riding only (no food) $20, kids 1 day of riding only (no food) $10. 

For kids there will be a loop by the camp site for electrics and there will be a day trip to 

Orange Hutt for petrol bikes. Parents must accompany kids on electric bikes. 

What to bring: backpack, 2L water, 2L extra fuel, snacks, tools, spark plug and spare levers 

etc.     

For further details contact John Lawton 027 623 3011 
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Dick Gardner 
Dick has been involved with trials since the 1960s and anyone who has seen Dick behind the 
wheel on a gravel road knows that he can drive too. IŜǊŜ ƛǎ 5ƛŎƪΩǎ story ςed. 
 
It all started around 60 years ago, when I bought my first motorbike, a 1953 BSA C11. Not 
much of a bike, but you have to start somewhere! It provided basic transport, but didn't do 
much in the way of attracting girls.  
Soon after I discovered that the Pioneer club existed, and they did a public service exercise 
providing a safety escort for a push bike road race around the Waikari roads. Naturally the 
race was followed by a session at the pub, starting a tradition with me that lasts to this day, 
as inevitably as night follows day.  
 
Now that I had joined Pioneer, I also discovered observed trials. It would be hard to imagine 
a less suitable bike than the BSA, but I tried it anyway. Straight away I was hooked, and a 
knobby tyre and an upswept muffler made the bike slightly more trials friendly.  
By now I was well hooked, and several months later I upgraded to a Francis Barnett 197 
trials bike, the real deal, or so I thought. I was soon to learn about the rubbery front forks, 
the useless suspension damping, the bastard Villiers 197cc engine, the hopeless footpegs, 
and of course Joseph Lucas, Prince of Darkness.  
It doubled as my road bike, and one chilly evening I headed off to Otematata where I was 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ олл ƪƳ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǊƛƴƎǎ LΩŘ Ŧƛǘted. I had 
been assured that the best way to run it in was to give it heaps and let it seize a few times, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇƻǘǎΦ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ 
Ashburton when the bastard 197cc Villiers and Joseph got together gave me the second 
biggest fright of my life. The engine seized and locked the back wheel. Of course the seized 
engine meant that the direct drive generator instantly stopped producing any electricity, so 
there I was doing about 90 kmh with the back wheel locked and no light whatsoever! The 
fastest clutch finger in the west partly saved the day, and all I had to do then was wrestle 
the bike to a stop in total darkness.  At least it was a straight road. The fact that I am here to 
tell the tale surprised even me!  
Joseph Lucas also provided the top fright of my life a few months later when I was returning 
from the Teretonga Tasman series meeting late one evening a few months later. Coming 
through the fast bends south of Oamaru at about 75 mph everything went completely dark 
and I had to wrestle the Matchless 500 twin to a halt from memory alone. I ended up just on 
the gravel verge with so much adrenalin pumping through my system that all I could do was 
put the bike on the sidestand and go to sleep on the ground without even taking gloves or 
helmet off!  
All the while I was competing in Pioneer events, with a notable lack of success but 
considerable enjoyment, including a couple of Kaikoura weekends. Riding through the Inland 
Road covered in snow and ice was a fast lesson in bike control. When the tyres were 
swishing on the snow there was quite good grip, but when it went quiet you were on black 
ice and that focused your mind wonderfully to ride more smoothly than ever before.   
Whether it was Joseph Lucas ƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪ ƛŎŜ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ 
wheels shortly thereafter. I started off in car trials, and enjoyed a measure of success 
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competing both as a driver and navigator, culminating by winning the National Gold Star 
Trials championship twice over the next 30 odd years, as well winning the RATEC Lakeland 
Rally four times from four starts! One of my proudest was coming second in the round the 
South Island Lakeland Rally, which was held in 1965 to mark the opening of the Haast Pass 
road. L ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ Lŀƴ aǳƴǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇŜǊŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ !ƴƎƭƛŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ оέ ƻŦ 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǘŀƴƪΦ  !ƳŀȊƛƴƎƭȅ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
problem with ground clearance. I navigated the road sections of the event, and drove a 
couple of the motorkhana events, while Ian drove the circuit and hill climb stages. The prize 
money was 80 pounds, a fortune at the time when I was earning maybe 15 pounds a week. I 
didn't know it at the time but I probably competed against Paul Jackson in many of the later 
events.  I also discovered that I was quite good at motokhanas, so I competed in a variety of 

machinery over the years with some success. 
In 1967 I ran out of a job in NZ, so as one did 
in those days I headed off to Oz, and after a 
couple a years bought a Morris Cooper S 
which proved to be ideal for motorkhanas. I 
competed in State and National events for the 
next 8 years, with the highlight being a win in 
the NSW State Championship When I returned 
to NZ after 10 years I continued to compete in 
motorkhanas, and ended up winning the 
National Motorkhana Championship seven 
times.   Along the way I found the delights of 
gravel hill climbs and rallies, always in a Mini 

of some description. Hill climbs were really just a big motorkhana to me, and I would sit on 
the start line visualising the course and working out where I could gain a few fractions of a 
second.  
The fastest Mini I ever built was a twin engined version, with a strong 1400 engine at each 
ŜƴŘΦ LΩŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǿƛƴ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŘ aƛƴƛ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ L ōǳƛƭǘ ƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ п ȅŜŀǊǎ 
earlier I would have set a time that would have won the Dunlop Rallysprint at Ashley Forest 
if I hadn't already crashed it. I sorted out most of 
the teething troubles over time, but the handling 
beat me in the end. With hindsight I can see that 
I had a lot of bump steer, and this resulted in an 
alarming tendency for car to swap ends with 
incredible rapidity. I thought that I had forgotten 
how to drive, but a stint back in the rally Mini 
showed me that I was driving better than I ever 
had before, and it was only the evil handling that 
was causing me to chuck it into the landscape 
with distressing regularity.  
In the end, after I had tried to shift Banks Peninsula sideways and failed, I didn't rebuild it 
because by then I knew that it was scaring me, the only car ever to do so! A much more 
friendly car I used was a Mini Moke with a 1400 cc engine. It was quite a quick and fun tool 
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for motorkhanas. I had known for a long time that a Moke would be virtually unbeatable, so 
I tried to get them banned. However the motorsport association in their blinkered vision 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǎƻ L ǿŜƴǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ aƻƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ L 
entered. 
All this four wheel fun had taken me from my early twenties to my late forties, but there 
was obviously a suppressed trials gene lurking in me, just waiting to be activated again. This 
renaissance came in the form of the Greybeards trial, and Steve Hands Yamaha TY 350, 
which he lent me for the event. It was an eye opener just how far trials bikes had progressed 
over the past 30 years, and so came my second trials career.  
 
I started off by purchasing a TY175, a great machine which I still have and use to this day in 
Classic events. A model of 70s trials technology that proved to be reliable and user friendly, 
if not up to coping with the Pioneer trials difficulty after a few years. 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƭȅ ǘƘǊŀǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƭƛŦŜ L 
found a TY250 Mono, which apart from the terrible drum brakes, served me well for several 
years. It was a bit big and heavy, but had nice flexible power and my riding stepped up a 
couple of notches.  
In a search for less weight and better brakes I bought Cyril Murray's Rotax engined Scorpa 
250 Easy Top. Aside from not having been expertly thrashed it turned out to be just the right 
bike for my riding style, which I should point out has never progressed beyond Clubman A. It 
served me well for many years and is still in the garage as a spare, because I don't quite have 
the heart to sell it.  
{ǘŜǾŜ IŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ōȅ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ Ƙƛǎ нлмн {ƘŜǊŎƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǊƛŀƭΦ άWǳǎǘ ŀ ƭŜƴŘΣ LΩƳ  

 
not using it enoughέ said Steve. Yeah, right! After the first section I was hooked, loving the 
great power, the excellent brakes and light weight, so of course a deal was promptly done. 
It continues to be my current mount and will probably see out my trials days, which at age76 

  
Dick on the TY at Leigh Camp in 2008  On the Scorpa at Snipps in 2012  
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are realistically a bit numbered. Recently I dropped back to Clubman B in the aftermath of 
major surgery, and for the first time in my riding career I did not drop a single point in a 
ŘŀȅΩǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Club Championship ǘǊƛŀƭΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ fluke I scored zero again 
at the Greybeards a few weeks later!   
LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǘƻǊǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ  LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
this continues for quite a while before I have to hang up my riding boots.  
Dick Gardner 
 

Club trials 
Teddington - 13 October (section setters: Josh Stones, Ross Bristol, Shane Brons) 
With a cloudy start the Teddington 
Trial was a great day, a good 
number of entries and followed by 
a pint at the Wheatsheaf.  Many 
thanks to the guys that set the 
sections. 
The sections were a mix of old and 
new, with some reverse directions 
to mess us up! The variety of mud, 
grass, and rock was a perfect 
combination to test some skills.  
There was however some drama, 
my rear tyre came off the rim on 
the second lap and Hamish Barnett 
had an argument with his 
suspension dog bones!  As always this property has some epic views to distract us. Thanks 
again to the Pioneer team.  
Gareth Gore 
 
Expert 

  
President 

    Jules Huguenin 57 
 

Ross Bristol 16 
   Derek Scott 116 

      

   
Intermediate 

  
Clubman B 

 Clubman A 
  

John Regan 17 
 

Isabel Hopkins 29 

Kendall McDonald 3 
 

Shane Brons 17 
 

Leo Hopkins nc 

Rob McKay 8 
 

Willie Amihiro 50 
 

Shane Hubbard nc 

Gareth Gore 9 
 

Hamish Barnett 62 
 

Evie Hubbard nc 

Dave Chambers 21 
 

Simon Hopkins 64 
   Peter Barnett 22 

 
Kahu Jones 70 

   Steve Fisher 23 
 

Guyan Bennett 71 
   

   
Ian Springer dnf 

   

   
Simon Jones nc 
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Club Champs - Purau ς 10 November (section setters: Paul Jackson, Glenn Smith) 
Last year we decided to go back to running the Club championship as a one day event.  One 
of the reasons for this is that it gives riders from outside Canterbury a chance to ride in it 
and this time we had an overseas entrant because Ken Hosking came across from Tasmania 
for the trial.  Ken was keen to ride at Purau again because the last time he rode there was in 
1976.   
There was a good turnout in the intermediate and clubman classes, but only three experts 
Glenn and Derek and Josh who ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ complete the 4 laps. 
In intermediate there were a couple of surprises. The first was Kendall who ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ridden his 
Repsol in a trial since 2017, and this was his first ride in intermediate for some time and he 
won!   The other was Paul Mountstevens who turned with a TY175 and finished 2nd.  Those 
of us who ride classics have already seen Paul in action and know that he is a very handy 
rider, who has UK experience and has ridden in the SSDT a few times.   
In Clubman A it was a close contest with only a few points separating Steve, Gareth, Dave 
and Peter B.  {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ǿƛƴ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ rode in nearly all the club trials 
during the year.  In president, it was also close with Rob taking the win.   
In clubman B, Dick was back after recovering from his operation and he ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ŀƴȅ 
points.   Mike Kelly was second and Shane Hubbard was third on his Oset.  In women we had 
two junior riders Evie and Hine. Hine was having her first ride at a club trial on an 80 cc 
GasGas that Simon has recently bought her.  
Thanks to the officials: Sandra, Roy, Patrick and Peter; and to Paul who ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊƛŘŜ ƻƴ 
Sunday but set the sections on Saturday with Glenn.   
 
 
Expert   Clubman A   Women  
Glenn Smith 45  Steve Fisher 20  Evie Hubbard 51 
Derek Scott 86  Gareth Gore 24  Hine Jones nc 
Josh Stones dnf  Dave Chambers 27    
   Peter Barnett 30    
Intermediate   Chris Pascoe 53  Twinshock  
Kendall McDonald 14     Paul Mountstevens 18 
Paul Mountstevens 18  Clubman B     
Ross Bristol 22  Dick Gardner 0  Junior  
John Regan 28  Mike Kelly 11  Kahu Jones 39 
Peter Hosking 30  Shane Hubbard 15  Evie Hubbard 51 
Hamish Barnett 34  Evie Hubbard 51  Hine Jones nc 
Simon Hopkins 37  Hine Jones nc    
Tui Scott 39       
Kahu Jones 39  President     
Ian Springer 55  Rob McKay 10    
Simon Jones nc  Ken Hosking 15    

  



8 

 

Cup winners 2019 
 Bonnington cup John Regan 

Laurenson Cup (expert) Glenn Smith 

Intermediate cup Kendall McDonald 

President's cup Rob McKay 

Clubman cup Steve Fisher 

Hallie cup (twin shock) Paul Mountstevens 

France cup  (best junior) Kahu Jones 

Whyte cup (women) Evie Hubbard 

Peter Bennett cup (best first year rider at the club champs) Gareth Gore 

Mitchell cup (best first year rider in clubman B) Mike Kelly 

Knitters shield (most fives at the club champs) Chris Pascoe 

BSA shield (best 125 cc) Kahu Jones 

John Blandford memorial cup (under 19 rider for the season) Kahu Jones 

  Kaikoura Cups 
 Triumph no. 2 cup (expert) Blake Fox 

Wynne York cup (intermediate) Kevin Tither 

S.A.M. trophy (sidechair) Paul Jackson/Emma McKay 

Moir cup (best novice rider in clubman B) John Falconer 

Falconer cup (best first year rider) Barry Shroder 

Kaikoura 50th jubilee cup (best prepared twinshock) Dave Chambers 
 

 

  
 

  
Pioneer at the showgrounds in the 1950s.            North v. South


