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Megaphone after Peter 
We are producing Megaphone in a 
different way now, going back in time to 
the late 1970s when I would write out the 
Megaphone and we would pay some 
competent person to type it up and make 
the layout look pretty. 

We have a team of four: Josh Stones, 
Peters Gledhill and Hosking and me [Alan 
Honeybone], who will harass some of you 
to write a report or article of interest, or 
we will contribute articles ourselves.  The 
actual newsletter will be put together by 
Theserie, an employee of Josh Stones. 

We are hoping that the bike importers, 
Wadsy, Kevin and Paul will be regular 
contributors to keep us updated on what 
is available or coming in the bike market.  

So what we need to make it successful, is 
for people out there to contribute articles. 
It would be nice to have a couple from the 
North too, as it is great for the whole 
country to know what is happening in the 
NZ trials scene.  

If you’d like to contribute, please contact 
one of us four or send an email to 
pioneertrials@gmail.com 

MTC moves 
Brendon and Cathy are now all set up to 
service trial bikes with a fully equipped 
workshop. They have a good range of 
quality second hand bikes in stock with 
new 2025 bike models due any day. 
See p. 17. 

New EMs  
Paul Delis has received his first shipment 
of Electric Motion trials and trail bikes. The 
Factor-e trials bike has a standard clutch 
and 4 speed gearbox. This enabled the EM 
to complete the Scottish Six Day Trial last 
year.  More info on p. 20. 

 

In this issue  
* New President 
* The Spanish Trial NZ story 
* Summer Series 
* Western Valley Club Trial 
* South Island Champs, rounds 1&2 
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Conversations Overheard  

4 year old coaching 
Hugo, age 4, was overheard explaining to his younger sister how to do a wheelie on a 
balance bike. 

“First, you hang your penis down one side of the seat,” he then looks at her and says, “oh, 
that won’t work for you because you haven’t got a penis, you got a vagina. I don’t know 
how you will do a wheelie.” 

 

Hugo doing a wheelie. 

No Fuel = New Bike 

Alan to Wadsy: ”My bike is out of fuel.” 

Wadsy: “Yes, it is time you upgraded to a new one.” 

 

Cover photo 

Arron is on the front page of this issue because he has a new Hebo trials suit.  A Christmas 

present he said. 

 

SSDT 2025 

Pat Dillon is riding in the Scottish this year and has been training for it for several weeks in 

Nelson. Stephen Oliver who rode the event in 1988 has been helping him with his 

preparation.   Pat’s rider number is 152 and he will have team Hemingway close behind 

him: Dan (no. 161), George (no. 163), Harry (no. 165) and Ben (no. 166). 

Also riding the SSDT this year is Adam Raga. He has ridden the Scottish once before, which 

was 25 years ago in the year 2000. He will be riding a 2025 AR68 Raga Replica Sherco and 

will be accompanied by Sherco UK riders Harry Turner and James Fry.  

 

New members: 

The Club welcomes: Leo Housman, Jeremy Jowett, Lachie Moore, and Julian Wilson. 
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New President – Josh Stones 
This year Josh has taken over from Simon as Club president.  It’s the second time for Josh, 

his previous stint as president was in 2018-2019, and he was vice president from 2020-

2022. 

Everyone knows Josh, but why did he come to New Zealand and what was he doing before 

that?   I was interested to find out, so recently I met Josh at the Gatehouse café near his 

office and store at Innovation Park in Templeton to ask him about it.   While we were 

having coffee Josh told me some very amusing stories about some of the things he has 

done. It’s well worth having a chat with him sometime to hear these stories in full. 

We began by talking about where is he from which is Bishop England, in County Durham, 

and is why he has a northern English accent. We then then moved on to his rugby career. 

Josh started playing the game at the age of 12. It began when his PE teacher suggested that 

because he was a big lad, he should play a game of rugby.  In this game he was put in the 

number 8 position and when he took the ball up after a scrum he smashed into the 

opposing team and broke the collarbones of 

three of their players.  After this stunning 

debut (which his opponents who tried to 

tackle him would agree it was) he joined a 

rugby team and played for a season. The next 

year he was selected for the Durham County 

team and became the team captain (the first 

time that someone who wasn’t from a 

private school was chosen to captain the 

team).   He was also invited to attend camps 

for North England and England teams. The 

next step was when he became an academy 

player for the Newcastle Falcons.   While he 

was with Newcastle he trained with 

professional players like Carl Hayman and Jonny 

Wilkinson and he played in the senior academy league as a prop and a hooker.  He has 

played at all the premier rugby club rounds in England such as Harlequins and Leicester. 

Josh continued to play rugby until he was 21 but decided to call it a day because he wasn’t 

enjoying it anymore.  This was because of the long hours for practice, training and travel 

and he was also trying to fit study and work around this. Socially, there was a private school 

culture that he didn’t enjoy either. 

Other interests 

Before becoming involved in rugby Josh was keen on rock climbing and used to do a lot of 

mountain biking with his mates.   He has some good stories to tell about the climbing too.  

Josh in his Newcastle Falcons kit 
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One was abseiling down the castle at Bishop Auckland in the dark.  The only light they had 

was a wind-up torch.  He and his mates also used to abseil off houses and bridges. 

He can also play a guitar and was a member of a band for a while. 

His first motorbike was a motocross bike which he bought at the age of 18.  On his first ride 

which was in the snow at Christmas time he rode for about 300 metres then crashed on a 

patch of ice and broke most of the plastics.   

After finishing school at Gosforth High, he attended Leeds Metropolitan University where 

he obtained a mechanical engineering degree.    

New Zealand and trials 

In 2012 Josh and Jenni came to New Zealand for a cousin’s wedding.  They stayed for 6 

weeks and enjoyed touring around New Zealand. After travelling in Asia for a few months 

they decided to come back here in 2013.  Josh found an engineering job in Wellington and 

they lived there for 2.5 years.   

By coincidence the apartment they were renting was next door to Phil Costello. At the time 

Josh had a Honda CRr250. Phil saw Josh working on it and introduced himself and suggested 

they go for a ride in the Maungatuks.  Phil recalls that for some reason they decided the 

Honda could go up the Rollercoaster. Josh had a good go at it, but eventually they had to 

haul it up with ropes. After the ride Josh decided he wanted a trials bike, so he sold the 

Honda and bought an old Sherco for $2200.  He later found out that the Sherco had a SSDT 

sticker on it so it had been ridden in the Scottish and it was pretty knackered when he 

bought it. During the time he owned it he had to do a complete motor rebuild.   

Josh and Phil continued to ride in the Maungatuks most weekends and in some Ixion trials 

before Josh moved down to Christchurch to take up a job with Fulton Hogan in 2015.   

 

 

Riding the Sherco at Kaituna in November 

2015.   

 

Thea on the TRS.  She is 5 years old. 
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After moving to Christchurch Josh bought Shane’s Beta Evo 250 and then a new 2017 Evo 

300, which he still has. Last year he upgraded to a new TRS. 

First impressions of Pioneer 

At one of the first Pioneer trials Josh attended, Alan H put his new Sherco in the middle of 

the group at the briefing and said “look a new bike”.  Josh thought to himself “what a twat 

… who would do something like that?”  Now that he knows Alan well, he thinks that it is 

quite hilarious that he thought like this at the time. 

Josh had some of time out from trials in 2022-2023 after Thea’s birth and while he was busy 

setting up his business: Sorted Water Solutions, but is back riding again now.   He is also 

enjoying guiding Thea as she grows in confidence on her bike.  She has recently begun 

riding an electric TRS that Josh bought from John Ross. 

Peter H 

 

2025 Kaikoura 3 Day Trial – the 80th year 

This year’s Kaikoura will be the 80th year it has been held since it began in 1946.  This is a 

significant milestone, but we have decided to make next year’s trial which will be the 80th 

anniversary a special event.  Our previous anniversary trials were in 1996 when we had the 

50th, 2006 which was the 60th and 2016 which was the 70th.  

Entries are now open for this year’s trial.  The entry form is available here: 

https://pioneertrials.co.nz/upcoming-event/kaikoura-3-day-trial-5/ 

This year there will be t shirts available for $32 and they can be ordered when you enter. 

There will be a limited run of these and we will need to close off the orders so they can be 

printed in time, so they will be available on a first come, first served basis [i.e. if you want 

one, you’ll need to enter early].  The colour may differ from the example below and will 

depend on what t shirt stock is available. 

 
 

Front 

 

 

Back 

 

 

https://pioneertrials.co.nz/upcoming-event/kaikoura-3-day-trial-5/
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Peter H asked me if I’d like to contribute a few words for the Megaphone which is easier 

said than done for someone who’d sooner ride a trials bike rather than write about them.  

So hello members and friends of the Pioneer Motorcycle Club. My name’s Kevin Pinfold and 

my guess is the majority of you have heard the name as I’ve only been riding trials for 52 

years. Yep kicked it off shortly after buying my first trials bike, a Montesa 123, towards the 

end of 1973. Still have it too, although it’s not a runner at present.  

And here we are some 52 years and 24 bikes later and still putting my feet down in sections 

losing points. And somehow along the way I ended up owning 50% of a small company 

importing trials bikes called Spanish Trial NZ Ltd, with my long time trials friend Peter 

Boettcher. And how did that come about. Well Pete became the original NZ GasGas 

importer when he started by importing a GG for himself in 1991, just when they were 

becoming popular and the new must have bike in Europe. Well Fantic had just shot 

themselves in the foot by bringing out the camel of a K-Roo, which must have helped GG. 

By mid 2009 the GasGas thing for Peter had come to an end when Mr GG decided only one 

importer for NZ would be a good thing and it wouldn’t be Peter, as he was only interested 

in the trials bikes and not the enduro’s that they were now making, and being imported to 

NZ by a bigger player. 

In 09 the rumours of a new bike resurrecting the famous, but long defunct, Ossa name were 

circulating followed by photos of prototypes, and what a cool looking radical bike that was. 

Pete said to me he might approach Ossa and ask if he could become the NZ importer, so in 

a moment of silliness I asked him if he wanted a partner in it and he said yes. Blimmin hell 

what am I opening myself up for I thought!!   

Ossa were supposedly going to be released in 2010 and Pete and I even went for a wee trip 

over to Spain to visit Ossa in July 2010. Crickey when we got there it didn’t look like any 

bikes were going to be built anytime soon. The two boss men didn’t seem particularly 

friendly, with one suffering from the flu and seeming very stressed out. I guess the last 

thing he needed was a couple of jokers from NZ that didn’t speak the lingo annoying him 

when he should have been home in bed.  

We also met Xiu Serra, the youngish design engineer, whose company was contracted to 

Ossa to design the whole bike including the motor. He was also the same guy who’d 

contracted to GasGas to design the Pro that came out on 2002. A bit of a smart cookie. He 

spent some time with us and showed us all sorts of bits and pieces of the design. That was 

good although there were a few things I thought looked a bit lightly built. Ossa were 

crowing about having the lightest bike. Being a diesel mechanic, I like to see things built 

solidly. At least Xiu spoke half ok English. 
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And so did the Dutch office lady who was very friendly and took us out for lunch on Ossa. 

She’d also told us on the phone the day before that we could go out with Marc Colomer as 

he was going to be doing some bike testing. However when we got there it ended up not 

happening. Gutted. 

Long story short the Ossa’s were finally released in 2011and we got our first bikes about 

August from memory. Let the fun begin. Well it wasn’t really as in my opinion they had 

released them before they’d sorted a few problems and guess who had to sort those out. 

Pete and I hadn’t given up our day jobs so all the bike stuff was done at weekends and night 

time. 

And being the first 2T fuel injected trials bike that was a steep learning curve, but we soon 

got our heads around the Kokusan system they used. Anyway things settled down and we 

sold 21 Ossa’s before they went belly up in 2015. And they actually weren’t a bad bike for 

riders below Expert level. Jason Baker had a couple and found many weak points – sorry 

Jason! I enjoyed the 2011 and 2013 280’s I rode and it didn’t take me long to transition 

from the Gassers I’d been riding for 10 years previously. 

As well as the Ossa’s, Spanish Trial NZ also started importing the newly released Mots trials 

kit that included clothing, helmets and boots, along with other trials bike parts such as 

brake pads, levers, sprockets etc etc. And also GasGas specific parts to support the many 

GG bikes out there that Peter had sold since 1991. And we are still looking after GG riders 

now with many parts tucked away in boxes, and still bringing parts in.   

Come 2015, with Ossa now in the bin, another couple of new Spanish players, Vertigo and 

TRS, were emerging. It just happened Peter was off to the UK to visit family and decided to 

shoot over to Barcelona and pay a visit to Vertigo. And the first person he bumped into 

when he walked in the door was an ex GasGas office lady who recognised him straight off. 

He was soon introduced to Manel Jane, the owner/founder of Vertigo and one thing led to 

another and all of a sudden we were appointed NZ Vertigo importer. Oh bugger, here we go 

again! 

We received the first Vertigo’s in the second half of 2016 and I must say the teething 

glitches were far less than Ossa. And it was immediately apparent that this bike was built 

stronger than the Ossa where it mattered. The development period was longer and with 

Dougie Lampkin involved it kinda had to be good. Well he did win the Scottish on a pre 

production prototype in 2015, a whole year before they went into production. It was closer 

to a GG to ride than an Ossa, the suspension was awesome with the rear being way more 

progressive than the Ossa and it gripped as good as the Ossa, which was the best at finding 

grip I’d ever ridden. And some 50 Vertigo’s later we haven’t stopped yet!! 
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So who is Vertigo? Vertigo was started by Mr Manel Jane who’d been an avid trials follower 

since he was a kid and got his first trials bike, a Montesa 123, at the age of 17. That’s one 

thing we have in common!! And as it transpires I have actually competed against him and 

beaten him. When I was looking through the results of my third SSDT (1991) a couple of 

years ago, where I finished 101st, I found his name in the results quite a way behind me. 

Paul Mountstevens rode that year too, not that I knew him then, but he beat me by 30 odd 

places.  

Here’s a bit more info on Mr Jane. 

Interview with Vertigo's Manel Jane - www.retrotrials.com 

Moving on to 2024 and Mr Jane has decided it’s time to retire from the trials bike game. 

Apparently his sons who are now directors of the huge non motorcycle Jane company, 

where the money obviously came from, aren’t keen on trials bikes like dad is. So let’s sell 

Vertigo. So January this year it was announced that Vertigo had been sold to Xiu Serra and 

Marc Colomer. Xiu is the majority share holder and Mr Jane does still have a few a few 

bricks in the wall too. Rumours of a Chinese company owning half is fake news. But we’re 

used to fake news these days aren’t we!! 

So who’s Mr Serra. Well he’s the chap we met at Ossa in 2010 and who’s done design work 

for most of the Spanish bike manufacturers over the years. Maybe not Montesa, being 

owned by Honda. Check out this interview with the man done in 2014. 

Xiu Serra - The secret engineer - www.retrotrials.com 

And Marc Colomer. Well most of us are probably familiar with his name as he’s been 

around the trials scene since the late 80’s and did win the world champs once back in the 

90’s. After I rode the 91 Scottish, I went to three world rounds with Andrew Poad to watch 

and Marc was one of the new young up and coming riders riding a new pre production 

Montesa water cooled bike.  

So where to from here for Vertigo? Well they are still making trials bikes along with a 125 

cc, fuel injected four stroke trail bike they came out with two years ago. I’d say that has 

Chinese motor. It’s not something we intend importing as I can’t see much of a market for it 

here being only 125, plus I doubt it can be registered with no ABS brakes. 

And the new owners have said they are working on an electric bike and also hope to 

diversify the range with long ride trials bikes. Something that’s been lacking in the Vertigo 

line up. Not that it stops me doing 60 k plus rides on my 2016 Vertigo 300 “bush basher”.  

Vertigo have developed an electric start trials bike, as Peter had a ride on one when he 

visited Vertigo in 2023. However it hasn’t been put into production yet and whether it does 

or not, I can’t answer. When the Nitro’s came out in 2022 they were fitted with a battery so 

they have that side sorted!   

https://www.retrotrials.com/interview-with-vertigos-manel-jane.html
https://www.retrotrials.com/xiu-serra---the-secret-engineer.html
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With new strict Euro 6 emission rules having just been introduced in Europe it’s now 

preventing ICE (well 2T) trials bikes from being allowed to be registered to use on the roads. 

And I understand quite a number of trials bikes in Spain get registered for use hacking 

about on the roads or trails or whatever. So my guess is all the manufacturers will be 

moving their full attention to electric whether we like it or not and ICE bike development 

will be taking a back seat. Its watch this space I guess. 

 So that’s a bit of background on Spanish Trial NZ Ltd and Vertigo Motors. We have a couple 

of 2025 Nitro Works 250’s on the floor and they ride just awesome. And competitively 

priced too at $15,995. I thought my 2021 DL 250 was as good as it gets but now I’m on my 

new 25 250, I’m not missing my DL at all.  

 

So for Vertigo trials bikes, GasGas (trials) parts, Ossa parts, Mot’s riding kit, or general trials 

bits n bobs I’m available 24/7 on 021 031 9897 (leave a message or txt if I don’t answer), or 

kptrials@xtra.co.nz or find me on Facebook. We do have a website but don’t sell via it.  

Pete n I like to keep things simple here at Spanish Trial. A bit old school we are. 

www.spanishtrial.co.nz 

Keep your feet up, see you out there soon … 

Kevin Pinfold 

  

mailto:kptrials@xtra.co.nz
http://www.spanishtrial.co.nz/
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Summer Series 2025  

Round 1, Glenelg Spur – 19 January 2025 (Setters: Paul M, John Ross, Shane B, Ross, Josh; 

Officials: Josh, Peter G, Simon J) 

Josh had put his hand up to organise this trial, but he had a crash while practising and 

injured his knee a few days beforehand so Paul, Ross, John and Shane set the sections. Josh 

assisted by driving around and dropping off the bags.  The sections were set in the upper 

part of the property and most of them were new because they were in an area which hasn’t 

been used before.  

A couple of riders were starting the year with new 

bikes.  Ross has traded the Sherco for a TRS 300, 

and Peter G has a Vertigo.   There were also two 

new riders, Buzz Haggerty and Andrew Thomson 

who have been introduced to the sport by Brendon. 

John Ross and Pete G had a good contest on the red 

line. On the first lap John had a couple of fives but 

from then on, he cleaned most of the sections. Pete 

was also going well on his new bike and it was close 

for most of the day. Section 6 was the one which 

decided it. John lost 7 there and Pete dropped 12.  

Arron also had a good number of cleans and dabs and had his family supporting him as 

spectators.   In Intermediate Kahu, was back on the GasGas and lost only 2 points. Brendon 

was second 5 points behind and Hamish was third.  

In Sportsman, Peter McGrail was riding 

Graham Honeybone’s Beta 200 and he had 

no bother getting it up the steep climb in 

no. 10.   

Some of the regulars were missing from 

the clubman classes so there were only 

three in A and two in B. Christine headed 

the Clubman A field, Steve Fisher was 

second and Liam Ross who has moved up 

from the minis to ride the blue line this 

year was third.   Peter D won Clubman B. 

  

Peter Dunn 

Peter Gledhill 
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Expert Red   Sportsman  
John Ross 32  Peter Hosking 10 

Peter Gledhill 39  Simon Jones 25 

Arron Eades 90  Peter McGrail 36 

Simon Hopkins 120  Buzz Haggarty 88 

     
Intermediate   Clubman A  
Kahu Jones 2  Christine Thompson 15 

Brendon Wadsworth 7  Steve Fisher 27 

Hamish Barnett 16  Liam Ross 47 

Ross Bristol 19  Lachie Moore nc 

Ashley Duncan 29    
Alan Honeybone 32  Clubman B  

   Peter Dunn 1 

   Andrew Thomson                                       dnf 
 

Round 2, Kaituna - 16 February (section setters: Paul M, Peter G, Peter H; Officials: Peter B, 

Peter G, Josh) 

Last year we had to cancel the trial at Kaituna due to the extremely dry conditions so we 

haven’t used the property for some time.  For this trial Paul was keen to have twelve 

sections and he and Peter G spent most of Saturday setting them. Three laps of 12 works 

well at a property like Kaituna where the sections can be spread over a fairly long loop. 

27 riders entered and there was good competition in each class.  Trial 2 (Expert, red) was 

won by Ben Rowe with Pete Gledhill only a point behind, and John Ross another 4 points 

back. John had a five point lead at the end of lap 2, but Ben and Pete managed to whittle it 

down with low scores on their final lap. 

There were some comments after 

Glenelg that the yellow line had been 

set too easy.   Kaituna was a different 

story. The sections were harder and 

Glenn was the only rider who managed 

to complete all of them without getting 

a five.  Brendon had a similar number of 

cleans (20) to Glenn who had 21, but 

two fives in section 11 proved costly for 

him.  Glenn only had a couple of dabs 

there and that gave him a comfortable 

winning margin.  Ross was 3rd and Hamish 4th, a change in order from the previous trial. 

Awesome wheelie Liam! 
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James Blanchard joined the two Pete’s (Pete H and Pete McGrail) in Trial 4 (Sportsman) and 

he was also looking after Max and Jake.   Like Liam, Max has moved up from the minis to 

ride the blue line this year.  

In Trial 5 (Clubman A), Paul Jackson was 

having his first ride on the Francis Barnett 

which he has acquired from Steve Armistead 

and he took the win. Wayne Harper was 

second and Dave Chambers was third, a 

couple of points ahead of Rob McKay.  The 

Francis Barnett is the bike that Steve used in 

pre-65 events in the UK.  Paul intends riding it 

in the classic class at championship events this 

year and hopes that some others who have 

pre-65 bikes will also give this class a go.   

In T6 (Clubman B), Peter Dunn had his second win in the series which gave him maximum 

points overall. 

Trial 2    Trial 4   Trial 6  
Ben Rowe 44  Peter Hosking 29  Peter Dunn 23 
Peter Gledhill 45  Peter McGrail 42  Dick Gardner dnf 
John Ross  49  James Blanchard 49    
Arron Eades 121     Mini  

  

 
Trial 5  

 Jake 
Blanchard nc 

Trial 3   Paul Jackson 10    
Glenn Smith 19  Wayne Harper 14    
Brendon 
Wadsworth 29 

 
Dave Chambers 18 

 

  
Ross Bristol 34  Rob McKay 20    
Hamish Barnett 49  Steve Fisher 24    
Ashley Duncan 61  Christine Thompson 26    
Derek Scott 77  Max Blanchard 33    

   Dave Davies 36    

   Liam Ross 46    

   Lachie Moore nc    
 

Summer Series Overall 

Peter Dunn who was riding T6 and Peter Hosking who was riding T4 were the joint winners 

of the Mick Andrews trophy this year.  Both had two wins in their classes and had 50 points.   

John Ross had a first and third in T2 and was 3rd overall on 45 points.    

The full results for the series are on the website https://pioneertrials.co.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2025/02/SS-overall.pdf 

Frank on a Rat bike  

https://pioneertrials.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/SS-overall.pdf
https://pioneertrials.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/SS-overall.pdf
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Western Valley Club Trial – 16 March (Section setters: Alan, Ross, Derek, Shane, 

Steve, Peter H; officials Peter B, Peter G, Josh) 

We had a big team to peg Western Valley which was just as well as there was a huge 

amount of clearing to do. 

Again we were sharing the farm with a Peninsula dog trial event so we stayed in the small 

bottom paddock which has a huge range of sections. 

We broke into three groups of old people to peg the 10 sections on Friday. The theory 

being, it would give us Saturday to recover before the trial. This would have worked well for 

me, except the Harbour was dead calm, so we had to get out for some barefoot ski runs on 

Saturday morning. Hence I started another trial with half flat batteries. 

I normally peg reasonably easy sections as I like the winner to finish on about 10 points, this 

was ok in the clubby grades but a mile off in the other grades. 

Some of the other helpers thought we needed to harden up and pegged some very hard 

sections. As Ross, one of the section peggers, had gone car racing instead, we blamed him 

for all the sections people didn't like. He must have been very busy indeed. 

Thanks to all the helpers, Peter H, Steve Fisher, Ross, Shane and Scotty. 

Alan Honeybone 

 

Trial 2      Trial 5  
Leo Housman 50  16 cleans  Kendall McDonald 12 
Tom Beedles 50  13 cleans  Paul Jackson 15 
Arron Eades 91    Christine Thompson 31 

     Wayne Harper 34 
Trial 3     Steve Fisher 37 
Glenn Smith 36    Dave Davies 40 
Hamish Barnett 50    Rob McKay 45 
Derek Scott 59    Lachie Moore nc 
Alan Honeybone 73      
Brendon Wadsworth dnf    Trial 6   
     Peter Dunn 12 
Trial 4     Peter Barnett 19 
Peter Hosking 42    Dick Gardner dnf 
Peter McGrail 56      
Elwyn Beedles 78    Classic  
Stephen Reij nc    Paul Jackson 15 

       

     Twin shock  
     Kendall McDonald 12 
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South Island Championship – Alexandra, rounds 1 & 2, 1st-2nd 

March 2025 

Part 1 by Alan Honeybone. 

My trip to Alex started with Ross suggesting that I borrow his ute to put both our bikes on 

and also tow our caravan down the weekend before the trial. He was leaving a bit earlier in 

his camper and would tow the ski boat down. What a good idea. This would give us a whole 

week of water skiing to loosen up the bodies, mountain bikes and paddle board also put in, 

in case our bodies had somehow transformed into teenage bodies. 

The lake was perfect all week long and we jumped off pontoons doing barefoot flyers, doing 

barefoot slalom, then we got our slalom ski out and really thought we were teenagers. But 

this was not enough we had more toys, there were bikes and trail walks and all sorts of 

things to get into shape for a Champ round. 

Friday we were sensible and reduced the number of ski runs we did to save energy for the 

trial and also because we were meeting the 

organising team to do the clerk of the 

course inspection with Colin. Friday was a 

hot day and by the time we had checked 

both courses a lack of hydration was 

evident.  

It was interesting to see the course that 

was to be used for the nationals last year. 

Even a light snowfall would make access 

impossible, probably heavy rain too would 

be horrible. It is a great venue and 

stunningly beautiful.  

A small turnout of riders had thousands of 

acres of schist rock to help modify gear levers 

and toes. An awesome loop was marked very 

clearly with pink ribbon, arrows and signs. The 

loop each day was about 4.2km and consisted 

of twelve sections, which by chance all had 

schist rock in them. The property did not have 

the steep gullies like my favourite property in 

Clyde through the orchard. 

For us lower grades the sections were well 

thought out and very tight. In green grade 

someone riding well and concentrating should 

Colin Kelland 

Simon Hopkins 
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have had a score less than five. The heat and worn out old bodies from way too much time 

on the water gave Ross and I much more than that. This was not my favourite Alex trial as I 

believe you should always have a section to pull third gear, a couple to use second and a 

really good lap where you can pull some good wheelies. By this criteria, the trial failed as I 

never got to use third in a section. 

A standout performance by Blake Fox, 

who found some old four stroke thing in 

the shed and rode it brilliantly. I was 

most impressed with the big rocks Leo, 

Liam, Max and his little brother Jake 

were nailing. Great performance also by 

Izzy, who I picked to be NZ women’s 

champ by the time she is 16. She ended 

up with a sore knee but carried on. 

Gabby is back riding well in the big boy’s 

class and could have won if her minder 

had shouted louder. 

A big thanks to Paul Searanke for being 

Steward, and all the team from 50th 

squadron Air training Corps for observing.  

We had a few dramas coming home on 

Monday. The major issues were firstly 

having the rear tyre on a well laden ute 

towing the caravan, absolutely shit itself 

with a bang. Of course this sort of thing 

only happens where you can’t get safely 

off the road to unload paddle boards, 

bikes etc to get to all the tools and the 

tyre we needed. All fixed then a couple 

of minor issues before we meet Mr Fast coming the wrong way around a corner at high 

speed on our side of the road passing a big line of traffic. Again no place to pull off the road, 

just a matter of braking to almost a stop and see him just miss our front bumper as he 

pulled back in. Then our last major drama was getting a call from Ross that his camper and 

boat was stuck on his drive and as it was so wet he couldn’t get any grip to go forward or 

any steering to go back. So about 6 pm around to Ross’s with the 4 wheel drive and tow 

rope to finish a very long trip home. 

I will hand over now to Peter Gledhill to talk about the expert class. 

  

Gabby Gundry 

Izzy Hopkins 
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Part 2 by Peter Gledhill. 

This season, I’ve had the opportunity to 

ride the 2025 Vertigo Nitro, supplied by 

Spanish Trials NZ. It’s my first fuel-

injected 2-stroke trials bike, and from 

the moment I got it, I was blown away. 

The bike is incredible to look at, with its 

distinctive tubular frame and brilliantly 

subtle, sleek lines giving it a refined yet 

aggressive presence. Every detail feels 

intentional, combining form and 

function in a way that truly sets it apart. 

Leading up to the event, I was feeling 

confident. I ’d had a few solid rides on the Nitro, and it was starting to feel familiar. The 

precise handling and consistent power delivery make it incredibly confidence-inspiring. And 

in Alexandra, where the rocks were gripped up beyond belief, I knew the bike had all the 

right tools for the job. 

However, riding a new bike at a competition level isn’t always as simple as turning up and 

twisting the throttle. My biggest challenge was figuring out exactly what the bike needed 

from me on each obstacle. The power delivery was always there, but I was struggling to dial 

in the right input. By Day 2, I had abandoned 2nd gear completely, sticking to 1st and even 

slowing down on rocky climbs just to set up for the next section properly. 

Despite my best efforts, I never quite felt comfortable all weekend. It was a reminder that it 

isn’t just about twist and go—you have to adapt, learn, and sometimes know when to take 

it easy and not put too much pressure on yourself. The learning curve with this bike is still in 

progress, but one thing’s for sure—the Vertigo Nitro is an impressive machine, and I’m 

looking forward to unlocking its full potential in the rounds ahead! 

While I was getting to grips with the new 

bike, the Expert T2 class was shaping up to 

be one of the most competitive we’ve seen 

in a while. Blake Fox and Ryan Hampton led 

the charge, locked in a weekend-long battle 

that came down to the smallest of margins. 

Their pace was relentless on Day 1, with 

both riders reading the grippy terrain well 

and showing real control and aggression 

when it counted. 

Ben Rowe 

Grant Anderson 
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Just behind them, things were even tighter. John Ross, Brad Hibbs, and Ben Rowe were 

separated by a single point each—34, 35, and 36, respectively. It was the kind of 

leaderboard you love to see! tight, unpredictable, and brimming with pressure. 

Day 2 continued the trend, with Blake and Ryan still pushing one another right to the edge. 

Unfortunately for Ryan, a tape break cost him a five—his only major mistake of the 

weekend—which handed Blake the breathing room he needed to edge ahead. Behind 

them, riders began to really get a feel for the terrain, with lap scores dropping as 

confidence and commitment grew. 

Brad Hibbs locked in 3rd, riding smart and steady, 

while Ben Rowe was right on his tail, proving he’ll 

be a name to watch as the season progresses. 

Jason Hibbs and John Ross kept the pressure on 

with some great riding of their own, rounding out 

what was a truly stacked field of talent. 

Peter Gledhill  

Pioneer MCC 

NZ Trials Commissioner. 

 

  

Hi All 

Well 2025 finally sees us starting to get settled in 

Rangiora Canterbury. 

2024 was a big year for Cathy and I with changing 

employment to Arthur Burke Amberley and relocating  

to Canterbury.   We are now all set up to service trials 

bikes from the smallest job to the biggest, our workshop 

is fully equipped. 

Our parts and accessories trailer has been a big hit, many of you have supported it well, 

which is very much appreciated.  There is the largest range of accessories in stock in this 

trailer, from fork protection, body protection, BLING, carby adjusters, grips, bars, sprockets, 

wheel bearings, fork seals and much more.   

We have a range of good quality second hand bikes in stock, and some big savings on the 

very last of our brand new Model Year 2024 bikes. 

Model Year 2025 bikes are on the water and some are due any day now.   Models we have 

coming in 125, 250, 280 & 300cc all electric start (excluding the 125).  However the Model 

Year 2025 TRS80 RR has already landed on our door step and is a good looking machine.  

Brad Hibbs 
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Adult wheels with a smaller frame, and lighter than the 125. 

Later this year TRS will have the option to order the Injection bike as well. TRS have decided 

to give riders the choice of both carby or EFI, I agreed that this was the best when they told 

me about the two engine models. 

Montesa only had very small numbers built for the first shipment and we missed out, 

however we are in line when they do the next build. Very little changes there and Montesa 

is a very good all-rounder. 

Sherco/Scorpa Model Year 2025 is nearly here and they have made a few changes to this 

injected bike over the first bike from 2023. Mechanics is the section where Sherco 

engineers have worked the most for the 2025 - In order to increase inertia, smooth engine 

behaviour and optimise water evacuation, the following changes have been introduced: 

• New exhaust elbow to reduce engine braking 

• Plastic insert in the piston, reduction of the internal volume to decompress the 

crankcase and thus smooth the bike 

• New reed box 

• New overflow hose to optimize water evacuation. 

• Better sealing for the ignition cover 

• New cartography for the 250 and 300, smoothing the behaviour of the engine and 

with more difference between the SOFT and HARD modes.  

We have the new Model Year 2025 Sherco/Scorpa Injection map for those who wish to 

update their bike to the new map. (Conner Newton has already taken up this option and 

loves it).   

This time round we ordered the new Sherco 125EFI so this bike will be a demo unit for 

those wishing to step back from a 250, or just to see what a 125 is like. As some of you 

know I ride a 125 and still do very well. (Not bad for an old fella LOL). 

For our latest news we have struck a deal with the NZ importer of the Beta Moto trials bikes 

so we are now selling these machines which is a good add on to our current bikes. The Beta 

is known for its reliability and very smooth power. Made in Italy, quality bikes. Model Year 

2025 we have ordered in 200, 250 & 300cc racing models. Factory models at this stage are 

built to order only. We have some spare parts for Beta and will add more over time. 

We keep some parts and accessories for all makes and models from the 1980’s trials bikes 

to present day, so please check as we may have what you are looking for in stock.  We also 

order from the factories in Europe each month, so if we don’t have it we may be able to 

add it to our next stock order.  

Regards 

Brendon Wadsworth 
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MONTESA 
2024 Montesa Cota 4RT 260 New $16,995.00 special   $15,500.00 
2025 Montesa Cota 4RT 301RR New      $20,995.00  
2023 Montesa Cota 4RT 260cc Only 10.5 Hours as New    $12,450.00 
2022 Montesa Cota 4RT 301RR 130 hours     $11,500.00 
 
SHERCO Racing EFI  
2025 STF250EFI Factory New       $16,500.00 
2025 STF125EFI Factory New       $15,695.00 
2022 ST250 Factory        $9,995.00 
2019 ST250 ANIVERSARY       $7,995.00 
SCORPA Racing EFI 
2025 Scorpa SCF250RFI Factory New      $16,500.00 
TRS 
2025 TRS125 One RR Kick Start  New     $14,695.00 
2025 TRS250 One RR Electric Start New     $15,300.00 
2025 TRS280 One RR Electric Start  New                $15,300.00 
2025 TRS300 One RR Electric Start New     $15,300.00 
2024 TRS250 One R Kick Start 225 New     $12,200.00 
2024 TRS300 XTRACK One Electric Start     $SOLD 
2024 TRS280 RR Non-Electric Start New          $13995.00 Special  $12,995.00 
2023 TRS125 RR Kick Start 72 hours   $10,500.00 Special  $9,500.00 
2022 TRS 250 RR Kick Start GW 25 hours     $9,500.00 
2022 TRS 280 GOLD Elect Start           $9,000.00 
2021 TRS280RR Kick Start                              $8,000.00 
GasGas 
2019 GasGas TXT300 GP        $7,000.00 
Beta 
2025 Evo 80 Junior         $8,895.00 
2025 Evo 80 Senior         $9,325.00 
2025 Evo 125         $14,300.00 
2025 Evo 200  New       $14,450.00 
2025 Evo 250  New       $15,450.00 
2025 Evo 300  New       $15,870.00 
2025 Evo 250 Factory        $16,300.00 
2025 Evo 300 Factory        $16,700.00 
Kids: 
2017 Vertigo 50cc Petrol Automatic New Piston Kit    $2,500.00 
2025 TRS80 One Kids Bike New      $10,500.00 
Kids Electric Bikes 
NEW 20.0 TRS Electric Trials Lithium Battery Thermo Cut Out $POA 
 
COME VISIT OUR NEW TRAILER FULL OF ACCESSORIES. 
    

 

 

 

Brendon & Cathy Wadsworth  
10 Willowby Lane, Rangoria 7400, New Zealand. 

PH: 027 431 3486. MOB: 027 230 3151  
Email: scorpa@trialsnz.co.nz 

www.trailsnz.co.nz 

New Zealand’s first full time trials shop! 
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Hi all, 

Motomox is pleased to have taken over the Electric Motion agency for New Zealand from 

Francis Sydenham in Tauranga.  Francis has now retired after introducing a very innovative 

brand of trials bikes.  We are pleased to have the opportunity to keep Electric Motion in NZ 

and support the trials community. 

We have just received our first shipment of 8 bikes and we are very impressed with the 

quality components, tech features, fit and finish of the new bikes.   All of our bikes have 

manual clutches, and the new Factor-e is now four speed, a huge leap forward in trials bike 

tech. 

 You are welcome to check out the bikes in our Motomox shop in Kaiapoi, or on the 

website www.electricmotion.co.nz 

 As soon as I can get everything set up, I will be riding at trials and the bike will be available 

for demo rides. 

 Motomox also stock a good range of quality trials parts and accessories online 

at https://motomox.co.nz/search?q=Trials or in store at our Kaiapoi shop. 

 

Price list: 

EM Epure Factor-e 2.5 battery, PRB factory fitted $20,995.00 

https://electricmotion.co.nz/pages/epure-factor-e 

EM Escape R, PRB factory fitted $19,995.00 

https://electricmotion.co.nz/pages/escape-r-2025 

EM Escape XR Ltd PRB factory fitted $22,995.00 

https://electricmotion.co.nz/pages/escape-xr-limited-edition 

Trials tyres priced from $220.00 

Shorty trials levers at $109.00 per side 

https://motomox.co.nz/search?q=Trials+Ergo+Clutch+and+Brake+V2+levers 

Cheers 

Paul Delis 

http://www.electricmotion.co.nz/
https://motomox.co.nz/search?q=Trials
https://electricmotion.co.nz/pages/epure-factor-e
https://electricmotion.co.nz/pages/escape-r-2025
https://electricmotion.co.nz/pages/escape-xr-limited-edition
https://motomox.co.nz/search?q=Trials+Ergo+Clutch+and+Brake+V2+levers
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STNZ can supply many of your trials needs. 
 
We are the NZ importer for Vertigo trials bikes and offer an excellent spare parts back up 
and technical support for this exciting brand. 
Available in the following cc 125/225/250/280/300 
 
We also support the following brands with spare parts and technical support. 
Ossa – the modern ones built between 2011 and 2016. We have many spares 

Gas Gas  - Peter imported GG trials bikes and from 1992 until 2009 and we still import parts 

Jotagas – we have a few spare parts for these 

 
Plus many universal trials consumable parts – throttles, brake pads, grips, bar end plugs, 
foot pegs, lanyard kill switches, sprockets etc  
 
We also import and stock MOTS trials clothing/helmets/boots. 
 
Mots fibreglass helmets – sizes XXS to XL $310  
Mots helmet with integrated visor - $195 (limited stocks) ** see below note  
Wulfsport helmets – only 1 XL left  - $260  
Riding pants - $150 to $185     
Riding shirts - $45 to $80        
Gloves $55 
X-Lite jackets $120 
Back/chest protection vest - $185  
Clear rain jackets - $45 
Waterproof knee length pants - $70 (keep your bum dry on those wet days – awesome) 

Boots – Mots adult size’s 42 to 47 $495. (out of 45 and 46) 

Boots - Wulfsport adult sizes (only 41 & 42 left) $430   Kids sizes 35 to 39 $340 
 

All enquiries to      

Kevin Pinfold (Manawatu)        or          Peter Boettcher  (Waikato) 
Email: kptrials@xtra.co.nz             peterboettchernz@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone: 021 031 9897                                 022 060 0330  
          104 years combined trials experience and still going strong. Frightening actually!! 

 
                            All prices include GST. Prices subject to change without notice 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Oset New Zealand   Donald Treloar - 027 4748996,  Donna Symes - 027 6678921  
sales@oset.co.nz   www.oset.co.nz 

 

mailto:kptrials@xtra.co.nz
mailto:peterboettchernz@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:sales@oset.co.nz
mailto:sales@oset.co.nz
http://www.oset.co.nz/
http://www.oset.co.nz/
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Bikes, parts, clothing, etc. 

           Beta, Montesa, Scorpa, Sherco, TRS 

ph. 03 572 7599  
Brendon 027 230 3151 (sales/tech) 
Cathy 027 431 3486 (parts/orders) 
sherco@trialsnz.co.nz 
www.trialsnz.com 

 

 

 

        

       

Contact: Kevin Pinfold  
021 031 9897  
kptrials@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 
Warren Laugesen  
ph. 021 686024 A/H  
thelaugos@gmail.com 

 

 

 

10% discount for PMCC members 
on trials related products. 

Contact Sam Davison 
ph. 377 1881 

 

 

   After market trials spares 

      

Contact: John Lawton  
ph. 04 297 0240 
NZTrials@xtra.co.nz 

 

 
 
Contact Paul Delis 
Ph 0800 668 666 
info@electricmotion.co.nz 

           www.electricmotion.co.nz 

 

  

mailto:sherco@trialsnz.co.nz
https://www.trialsnz.com/
mailto:kptrials@xtra.co.nz
mailto:thelaugos@gmail.com
mailto:NZTrials@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@electricmotion.co.nz
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.electricmotion.co.nz%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3Z8bHcZt90mdsbnkrDUlCzwev7Or05eU5kQVlnZFWhMKoavdRQttCWS5E_aem_ICU2_DDcHG8_T7D2vH8vJg&h=AT0sEEic5DV2GklbyKoC52rApu-vehkxxOk06TM1hg6f2UMzD33F7gHW1MdX1qJ321s3QzeEI1iZ26awz2Yf-qKSKRqq0fdX9wOp9XOBEUQs3Qg2B2UFW1PpUTobGHrbmms8&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3ki3DTFwuDrRu2mppqXNrh0y_AClu3levKOOwYePqJp72TIp82Sva0HisBUYI7-nnkUwTqstqS3mXz-R3uH5fVrmHp-_H2Ff3ZNJL1icavoOOOOQbPKTP6z4XZg9xvbYwWoSd9fVbP9CpYGYZZdODmE7l-K9w16B9JTGgO5KSIjdrvk2l_QKv5uUIuhyiMlMGcFSMDTVSUYVTjDKHvplEEjlMIGRg
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 Pioneer Motorcycle Club 2025 Event Calendar   
DATE EVENT VENUE Organiser  

January  

Sunday, 19 January 2025 Summer Series 1 Glenelg Spur Josh   

Saturday, 25 January 2025 Prize Giving  Simon's house     

February  

Sunday, 16 February 2025 Summer Series 2 Kaituna Paul M   

March  

Thursday, 6 March 2025 Club AGM  Pioneer Stadium AGM   

Saturday, 8 March 2025 South Island Champs Alexandra  Southern Trials Group   

Sunday, 9 March 2025 South Island Champs Alexandra  Southern Trials Group   

Sunday, 16 March 2025 Club Trial  Western Valley (west) Alan  

April  

Saturday, 12 April 2025 Practice/fun day Trewin's Property  Josh & David   

Sunday, 13 April 2025 Practice/fun day Trewin's Property  Josh & David   

May  

Sunday, 11 May 2025 Club trial Motunau Kahu/Simon   

Saturday, 24 May 2025 Section setting Kaikoura Committee  

Sunday, 25 May 2025 Section setting Kaikoura Committee  

June  

Saturday, 31 May 2025 Kaikoura 3 Day Trial Kaikoura 

Committee 

 

Sunday, 1 June 2025 Kaikoura 3 Day Trial Kaikoura  

Monday, 2 June 2025 Kaikoura 3 Day Trial Kaikoura  

Sunday, 22 June 2025 Club Trial Hurunui Bluff John/Paul M   

July  

Sunday, 20 July 2025 Club Trial Glenelg Spur Ash & Tom  

August  

Saturday, 9 August 2025 South Island Champs Manderley 
Derek & Paul M  

 

Sunday, 10 August 2025 South Island Champs Kaituna   

Sunday, 24 August 2025 Club Trial Omihi (new Property)  Simon H   

September  

Saturday, 6 September 2025 South Island Champs Marlborough Marlborough trials group   

Sunday, 7 September 2025 South Island Champs Marlborough Marlborough trials group   

Sunday, 28 September 2025 Tullett Memorial Trial  Graylees Peter H  

October  

Sunday, 12 October 2025 Club Champs Purau Bay Tui  

Saturday, 25 October 2025 N.Z. Champs  Taranaki 

  

 

Sunday, 26 October 2025 N.Z. Champs  Taranaki  

Monday, 27 October 2025 N.Z. Champs  Taranaki  

November  

Saturday, 8 November 2025 Training Day  
Trials Park  tbc 

 

Sunday, 9 November 2025 Training Day   

Sunday, 23 November 2025 Club Trial McQueens Valley Peter G  

December   

Wednesday, 3 December 2025 Twilight Trial Trials Park Peter G  

    
 

For the latest information check the monthly calendar on the Pioneer website or the PMCC Facebook page.   

This version updated 05/12/24.         
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Next events:  

11 May   Club trial - Motunau   
31 May- 2 June  Kaikoura 3 day trial        
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 Club contacts: 

 

 President: Josh Stones   ph. 027 403 9479 

 Vice president Peter Gledhill Ph. 027 233 0722 

 Secretary: Peter Hosking   ph. 021 027 16940 

 Treasurer: Ross Bristol   ph. 021 221 0397 

 Club Captain: Derek Scott   ph. 027 432 3646 

Committee 

members 

Rhys Bayliss, Simon Hopkins, Rob McKay, Paul 

Mountstevens 

 

 

Megaphone is the newsletter of the Pioneer Motorcycle Club Inc.       

Email: pioneertrials@gmail.com               

        Club website:  http://pioneertrials.co.nz  and we’re on Facebook                                      

mailto:pioneertrials@gmail.com
http://pioneertrials.co.nz/
http://pioneertrials.co.nz/

